
Only ask questions to the police.  
Don’t answer.
You should be very careful if you are considering 
talking to the police, and you are under no obliga-
tion to speak to them.  You may think they’re there 
to help you figure out what happened. Police are 
not your friend. Anything you say to or around the 
police can be used against you. It is important that 
you are aware of what you say around the police. 
They can be recording conversations without your 
knowledge. 

Ask questions like names, badge numbers, ranks, 
who’s in charge, who are the investigators, and 
their phone numbers. 

Don't give up ANYTHING without 
a warrant.
Anything means cell phone, footage, surveillance 
footage and any footage. Law enforcement can 
tamper with the footage and destroy or alter 
evidence. 

1. 

2. 

You DO NOT need to go to the 
police station.  Don't leave the 
scene.
Police will try to lure you down to the station with 
promises of more Information.  You don’t have to 
leave the scene.  But if you need to, you can also 
leave someone you trust at the scene. 

3. 

Document as much as you can, as 
soon as you can.
Have a friend, family member, or community 
support come to the scene.  Get names and 
contact information of witnesses. Try to remem-
ber as much as you can from the scene. Get 
badge numbers of officers and record everything 
you see. 

Have one spokesperson for the 
family. 
Have a spokesperson for the family -- it can be a 
family member, a friend, a community member 
from your family speak for you. Tell your loved 
one’s story before he/she is criminalized in the 
press. Only talk to the media if it’s a sympathetic 
reporter. It is important to have a consistent 
message.

4. 

5. 

6. 

Your loved one has been
Shot or Killed By Police

If your loved one survives the 
shooting, police may place 
charges on your loved one.  
Connect with your local public 
defender’s office. 
Don’t have your loved one talk to the police until a 
defense attorney is present. Protect your loved 
one from being interrogated by the police. 

TAKE ACTION.

The days ahead will be tough.  But remember, you are not alone.  You don't have to be alone.  Use your support network.

SEEK ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT.  
File a report with the oversight body of your city or 
county.  Find out who provides oversight to the police 
department. They can speak to people who can put 
pressure on law enforcement and provide oversight.

Look up filing deadlines for claims and complaints. Every 
city/ state is different.  In California, you have 180 days from 
the incident to file a civil claim that starts the process for a 
civil suit.  In San Jose, CA, you have up to a year from the 
incident to file a complaint with the Independent Police 
Auditor.
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